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Message from the President Committee 2019/2021 

At the time I pen this message on 4th July 
2020, there are a total of 10,842,028 cases 
of coronavirus infected patients and 
521,277 unfortunate deaths from this in-
fection as reported across the world. 
Crossing all boundaries – indeed this virus 
has affected all of us globally!! As medical 
front liners, we are committed to ensure 
the health of the people in general, but in 
the meantime we also need to adhere to 
our mission to improve the bond among 
the alumni, the organization and students, 
while ensuring that the vision and mission 
of the PeMSAA continues. We maintained our ongoing support and care 
for the medical students at both undergraduate and post graduate level, 
and this has been greatly facilitated by our branches in the UK and Aus-
tralia. Due to the evolving global pandemic, we had to slow down our 
efforts to organize the PeMSAA Congress, which was due to be held on 
the 21st of July 2020. It was a challenging time for all of us but we real-
ized that it is even more challenging for some undergraduate students. 
The faculty embarked on online  teaching and as a result, meeting the 
needs of the students became even more challenging, as there are di-
verse requirements that need to be met in continuing this mode of 
teaching. We managed to navigate the requirements of students who 
had difficulty adjusting, and organized financial help for them to fulfill 
their needs, for ex- ample by means of acquiring computers. Along with 
this assistance, cash donations organized by the PeMSAA council mem-
bers for needy students are highly appreciated. We discussed measures 
that could be implemented to help students to continue their studies and 
as a result the newly introduced PeMSAA bursary scheme was estab-
lished. We managed to organize 44 bursaries and a further 20 more are 
to be awarded. We extend our heartfelt appreciation to all the benefac-
tors involved in this program. I would also like to note that we are also 
still engaged in strengthening the PeMSAA studentship fund. Many mem-
bers are involved in these activities and I’m very grateful to the Dean, our 
council members, the Chairmen of the Student Affairs Committee of the 
Faculty Dr. Manoji Pathirage and our admirable treasurer Prof. Kapila 
Gunawardane. The help extended by PeMSAA-UK to medical students, 
by presenting valuable scholarships to those who are high achievers and 
also to those with economic constraints, as well as the scholarships for 
postgraduate trainees for their training and education by offering fund-
ing to promote research and development, are some of these remarka-
ble successes. Notable additions to these activities are the Professor 
Panabokke Memorial Scholarship, the Stethoscope Fund and book dona-
tions. The lineups of some of our events so far in which we embrace all 
stakeholders are included separately in the newsletter: Times are chang-
ing quickly with the future unknown, but we will do our best to maintain 
and continue the mission and vision of PeMSAA. I am sure that this coun-
cil will be leaving with a record and a legacy to be continued that makes 
us proud! Thank you. 
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Beyond Medicine - contributions to Sri Lankan literature by alumni  
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Nopenena Jivitha Anecdotes from a surgeon’s life in Sri Lanka 

My Peradeniya  
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Upcoming Events 
15th International Medical Congress 
Scheduled for 2021 
Stay tuned for further details 

Contact details 
Address: Faculty of Medicine, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 
Tel: +94-81-7200129, Fax: 081-2389106 
E-mail: pemsaa.temp@gmail.com   
Web: www.pemsaa.org.lk 
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